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he lu unmarfc^,/ 

' locked door oh the 13th floor of the i 
Federal Building in Syiacuse.v. j"^’ 

• you' knock, you may be star-’:; 

. tied, unless you’re in.; the habit ojf starintg atl 
> ceilings:, a secretai3^S;yoice comes out of ah^ 
overhead - int«xoin,.oaskingiyo^ .what . you" 
want..rvYou press-fyour /eye • th' the- door’s; 

' peephole, but of cours^ou can’t see inside?;^' 

;>' The people insidekrea bit secretive, a<^nl^ 

".ing tb-OTine - who ihave;offic«;.ort the s^e 

•'i'j^^^^There’s hot m awfid lot of inter-office rela-' 

^tionshipr'says a man/who works down the 
;.'hallr;!;They’re/ hot-ih.thh kind. of business 
where people can go ui to makea complaint,”: 

-he adds, explaining the unmarked door. > 

- -^'Actually, they’re in the business of gather-;/ 

. ing intelligence. 'They’} ? in the CIA. It’s prbbr\ 
ably the least known pubiic or private office in? 

Syracuse, and people in the - Central Intelli-^ 
gence Agency occupy it.- But trying to find out 

. what- the CIA does hare can be a repr^er’s' 

■nightmare, regardless of ore’s inter^ in'the - 
'cloak/and-daggergames::!.^;.':^' ■ "k 

- • To begin with, &e secretary who answer^ 

; thephone— they’re in the white pages undmrk 

the 11.3. government listings, but no address is 
^ven - — doesn't say, ..’.’Hello, CIA.” hostead,; 

.she reads-.the office phone.iiumber back' to': 
you, apparently, trying . *to. preserve some, 
secrecy. Speaking on the phone to the man in :{ 

-charge doesn’t reveal much . infoimatiou; «^^ 

/ ther.pn->3 : ;■*' 

; -7 ”Our relations- with the-media are handled' 

-out of Wa^ngton.'.D.C?^ Cowles. Tolman,' 
head of the CIA in Syracvue, said some timej; 

. baclr in denying an Enqpire Magaidne; r^' 

-porter’s request:4brr.-an;: interview. -No, /-he 
/.would not allow the reporter to see the CIX^s 
• office..v>€‘.a 

7,.r .Recently, the report^ixied again to obtahi; 

;.an interview. He called agai^ and-was;toId 
iTolman was on as^gnmentiinaoiother city,;;| 

«and a Mr. SflQfder-was temporaxily.in charge. 

. Snyder (be_woaldn^ give ^ firrt name) 
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i/ : But the reporter 

- pens when the avera^ 

/ in — knocked on the CIA door one afternoon. 
After some hesitation Snyder came out of the 
office (making sure the reporter couldn’t see; 
, inside) and explained the agency policy. : 

' V/pThere are a- lot of -deranged pMple out 
there,” the 30ish-looking, affable Snyder says, 
explaining the fighfsecurity. Dressed like 
your average businessman in a brown cordo- 
'roy three-piece suit; Snyder ad<is,-”Wetve' 
been getting some crank calls latdy.”: /•: 

In Langley, Va., the agency’s headquartos/ 
'/CIA. public affairs officer Dale Peterson suim 


Kathy Pherson, another pimlic affau|.;pffi-^; 
Tcer, adds, “We t^' to; ^courage people (re^ 
: porters) ^m doing stories on them, because itf 
^def^ts what they’re trying ttf do.” • 

•vs:; 'What: they’re, trying to doiat'the CIA^' 
^Syracuse, they-'say,-.is find out infonrafiim, 
about what’s going bii abroad^ eq>eciSii^;^ 
‘commTinist countries — by inte^ewingvCe^i 
^tral.New York resident whih/re^ntly^are'l 
;:travd|ed overseiBC-5^^|fiw/'>'-^i/./ V" 
/:;T- ”It could be businessmen, itcould be 
.inidans,” Peterson/ ^ys.; CdnfidehtiaJ^^s 
j^aranteed ipr anyohe-who-panes inform^ 
tion on to the;CIA, 'andj’the more 
these stories ill the pres^ the less willin^p^' 
pie are going to be” to volunteer informni^/ 
In instances where stories have beenlw^ 

■ ten about CIA.domestic field offices — j^ece. 
' are doziens of them around the, United S ^t^ 
'Peterson says-?^“we: wind-up beingcoi^ 
' fronted with kooks Imodcing on our <loo^^ | 
i Peterson won’t say /how many inter^ews: 
CIA agents conduct. v^th persons who^^ye 
just traveled overseas, but he adds, “Theri^s' 
•^enough budness” to justify keeling an ^ffic e^ 
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